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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-15 and 18-25 renumbered as 1-23 are allowed. 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

3. All Independent claims recite the limitation "wherein said first and second pipeline 
stages are separated by at least three pipeline stages". The prior art does not teach or 
fairly suggest separating said first pipeline stage (stage in which a miss of an address of 
the branch instruction occurs in the BTAC and one of said ways is specified for storing 
the a target address of the branch instruction) and said second pipeline stage (stage in 
which a resolved target address of the branch instruction is written into the BTAC) by at 
least three pipeline stages combined with other limitations recited in allowable claims. 
Further, the claims limit the invention to tangible embodiments. Claim 24 (renumbered 
22) recites the limitation "A program embodied on a computer readable medium". As 
Applicant's specification shows (paragraph 0143), a "computer readable medium" is 
limited to statutory tangible embodiments, which is clearly distinct from a "computer 
readable transmission medium" which is limited to non-statutory intangible 
embodiments. This distinction is further evidenced by the amendment made to claim 24 
(renumbered 22). 
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Response to Arguments 



4. Applicants arguments, see remarks, filed 2 June 2006, with respect to rejections 
under 35 U.S.C. 101 and allowable subject matter have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. The rejections of 1-16 and 18-24 have been withdrawn. 



Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jesse R. Moll whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2703. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fritz M. Fleming can be reached on 571-272-4145. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Jesse R Moll 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2181 



JM 6/7/06 




